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GCL 128, Fall 2017: Wilderness in Antiquity 

Professor Clara Bosak-Schroeder 
MWF, noon-12:50 pm, 207 Gregory Hall 

 
Contact Information 
Email: cbosak@illinois.edu 
Office Hours: W 1-3 pm with notice  
Office: 4045 Foreign Languages Building  

 
Preferred form of address: Clara 
Acceptable forms of address: Professor, Doctor, Sir 
Pronouns: she/her 

 
Course description 
We tend to think of environmental issues as modern, but ancient Greeks and Romans were fascinated by the 
natural world and worried about their place in it. They mined the landscape for precious metals, built massive 
farms and waterways, and hunted animals to extinction. In this class, we will study how ancient people defined "the 
wilderness" and thought they should limit their effect on other species. In addition to reading ancient texts, 
students will volunteer with a local nature organization and examine their own environmental beliefs through 
reflective writing. 

 
Course Goals 
Literary Studies: Students will learn how to approach the systematic study of ancient literature as a way of making  
meaning. Students will practice close-reading and gain fluency in key concepts from the environmental 
humanities.  

 
Environmental Awareness Across Time:  By comparing ancient literature with media from the 21 century, and 
engaging in service-learning and reflective writing, students will encounter different ways of conceptualizing 
humanity, sustainability, and the environment. This course will equip students to appreciate the cultural, 
historical, and individual contexts of environmental awareness, and critically consider the role of narrative in 
shaping human understanding of and interactions with the rest of nature.  

 
Transferable Skills: Students will gain valuable, hands-on experience at a local nature organization. In class, 
students will practice public speaking by presenting their service projects and leading the class in journaling. 

 
Required Texts, Paper Editions Mandatory 
Euripides, The Bacchae, translated by Stephen Esposito (Focus Classical Library) 
Ovid, The Metamorphoses, translated by Stanley Lombardo (Hackett Publishing Company) 
Pliny the Elder, Natural History: A Selection, translated by John Healey (Penguin Classics) 

 
Evaluation 

Participation onsite (15%)  
In-class preparation and participation, August-September (5%) 
In-class preparation and participation, October-December (10%) 
Archonship (5%) 
Prep-checks and other assignments (20%)  
Journal-leading (5%)  
Reflective analyses 1&2 (10%)  
Reflective analyses 3&4 (10%)  
Group presentation (10%)  
Individual final reflection (10%)  

 
Other grading policies 
Unexcused absences: lose one grade/day in the course, e.g. A- à B+ 
Unexcused lateness: lose one grade/3 days in the course, e.g. B+à B 
Late assignment (without extension): lose one grade/day on the assignment, e.g. Bà B- 
Incomplete service hours = automatic F in the course 
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Grading Scale  
 

 A  Excellent   90 – 100 
 B  Good    80 – 89 
 C  Satisfactory   70 – 79 
 D Passing with no quality  60 – 69 
 F  Unsatisfactory   below 60 
Plusses and minuses constitute the upper and lower two points of each category (e.g., 88–89 is a B+ and 70–71 is 
a C–) 

 
Schedule and work expectations 
Reading will follow the schedule at the end of this syllabus. Other homework will be announced on a daily 
basis through compass. You should expect to spend two hours out of class (including onsite at your nature 
organization) for every hour in class. 

 
Service-learning: onsite expectations 
You will be assigned a nature organization to volunteer with in the first few days of class. You are responsible for 
completing a minimum of 25 service hours onsite, September 4-December 13, with good effort and a respectful, 
engaged attitude. You will develop and commit to a volunteering schedule with your organization: some may 
require you to spend time every week, whereas others might allow (or prefer) you to work in larger blocks. Modes 
of documenting your service time to meet this requirement will be discussed in class.  

 
Attendance policies 
Attendance is mandatory. Absences will be excused and homework will be accepted late only for (a) 
authorized university activities, (b) required religious observances or (c) documented illness or family 
emergency.  Notice for any absence must be presented to me in email before the absence (if possible) or as 
soon as possible thereafter. For every unauthorized absence, you will lose a grade. For example, if you have 
one unauthorized absence and would otherwise earn an A- at the end of the semester, you will instead 
receive a B+.  

 
Preparation and participation policies (see compass for grading rubric) 
Preparation and active participation are crucial to your success in this course Preparation means coming to class 
on time and with all your materials. Materials include: 

• Dedicated notebook 
• Scrap paper  
• Writing utensils 
• Readings for the day and any other books mentioned under “Assignments” 

Participation includes: 
• Attending every class 
• Responding when called on 
• Asking good questions  
• Making thoughtful comments 
• Helping your classmates in group assignments 
• Remaining awake, alert, and engaged 
• Remembering your archon duties (described below) and performing them well 

 
Archonships 
In the ancient Greek polis (city-state), citizen men were elected to or selected by lot to fulfill leadership roles in the 
community as archontes (magistrates). In this course, you will serve as archon of various classroom duties. These 
archonships may include: 

• Archon of the eraser 
• Archon of supplies 
• IT archon 
• Archon of the dictionary 
• Archon of the desks 

Archonships will rotate weekly and be announced on compass. If you are absent, your duties will not be performed 
and the class will suffer.  
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Prep-checks  
Before each class you will be asked to respond to a prompt sent through google forms. The length of your 
responses will be specified and range from 100-300 words. The purpose of these assignments is to check 
your preparation and provide the class with discussion material. Please let me know ahead of time if you 
write something you don’t want shared with the class. Three grades are possible: 100% (good or excellent), 
75% (adequate), and 0 (BS or nothing written). Your own dialect of English is welcome as long as I can 
understand it. You will have the opportunity to revise some of these responses for the Reflective analysis 
assignments.  

 
Journal-leading 
On most Fridays, a small group of you will present a significant experience you have had onsite and lead the 
class through a journal reflection and discussion. I will model this and provide more details the first time we 
journal (September 1).  

 
Reflective analyses 
The Reflective analyses assignments allow you to revise writing you complete for prep-checks and 
journaling. Reflective analyses will be submitted through your eportfolio. Both the assignment and 
eportfolios will be described in class.  

 
Electronics policies 
Laptops, tablets, and phones must remain silenced and out of sight during class unless we are discussing a 
text distributed on compass. If you need help developing a hand-written note-taking system, feel free to 
make an appointment.  
 
Communication 
You must read my emails and compass announcements. I am very happy to meet with you outside of 
OH, including by skype; the more notice you give me the more available I will be. I am informal over 
email (and in general). No need to open with a salutation or even my name. Just be polite and use a 
descriptive subject line. E.g.: 
 

To: cbosak@illinois.edu 
From: student2@illinois.edu  
Subject: absence 11/10 
 
I have to miss class on Friday, 11/10 to represent UIUC at a basketball game. I will send you my 
homework by the end of the weekend and get the notes from another student. Is there anything 
else you need to know? Thanks! :) 

 
Accessibility 
This class welcomes people of all abilities. If you have a physical, mental, or emotional disability that 
requires or might require accommodation, please tell me as soon as possible. If you need help getting 
accommodations, contact Disability Resources. 

 
Preferred Name or Pronoun and Religious Commitments 
This course welcomes and affirms people of all gender expressions and identities, including religious 
identities. Feel free to correct me on your preferred gender pronoun or name, and let me know if you need 
to leave class briefly for prayers. Whenever I am in my office (including office hours), you are welcome to 
use the space for prayer.   

 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism is easy to commit by accident. Make sure you understand the university’s policies: 
http://www.library.illinois.edu/learn/research/academicintegrity.html 

 
Writers Workshop  
The Writers Workshop provides free, one-to-one help to all Illinois writers. While the Writers Workshop is 
not an editing service, the tutors will help students with anything related to their writing, including 
grammar, brainstorming, organizing, polishing final drafts, citing sources, etc: illinois.mywconline.com  
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**Audio/video links available on compass 

 
 

DATE 
 

READING/LISTENING/
WATCHING DUE 

 
ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

(+PREP-CHECKS AND 
ARCHONSHIPS) 

 

 
TOPICS IN 

CLASS  

 
Mon, August 28 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Welcome to the course! 

Using compass 
Site placements 

Key terms in groups 
 

 
Wed, August 30 

 
**Will Steffen TEDx talk, 

“The Anthropocene” 

 
Dedicated notebook required 

to enter class 
 

 
 

 
Fri, September 1 

 
William Cronon, “The Trouble 

with Wilderness” 

 
 

 
Intro to journal-leading 

 
Journaling led by: 

Clara 
 

 
Wed, September 6 

 
Lukas Thommen, An 

Environmental History of 
Ancient Greece and Rome 

(pp. 3-9) 
 

W.V. Harris, “Defining and 
Detecting Mediterranean 

Deforestation, 800 BCE to 
700 CE” 

 

 
Forum posts and replies 

due by 10 pm 
 

 
 

No class 
 
 

 
Fri, September 8 

 
 

 
Spurlock Museum 

assignment 
due by 10 pm 

 
No class 

 
Mon, September 11 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Class moved: 

In Whose 
Honor, 
6-8 pm, 

University 
Library Rm. 66 

 
 

Wed, September 13 
 

**Code Switch: “The Beef 
Over Native American 

Hunting Rights” 
 

**Offshore Season 2, Ep. 1: 
“Mauna Kea” 

 

 
 

 
Native Americans and 

wilderness 
 

Greeks, Romans, Others 
 

Intro to WD and Od. 



 5 

 
Fri, September 15 

 
Works and Days excerpt 
Odyssey 9 (pp. 298-314) 

  
Homeric Greece 

 
Pastoralism 

 
 

Mon, September 18 
 

Odyssey 10 (pp. 314-331) 
 
 

 
 

 
       Feminine magic 

 
Wed, September 20 

 
Odyssey 11 (pp. 332-351) 

 
 

 
        The underworld 

 
Fri, September 22 

 
 

 
 

 
Journaling led by: 

 
 

 
Mon, September 25 

 
Odyssey 12 (pp. 352-365) 

 
Bacchae, Met., and 

Natural History 
required to enter class 

 

 
Monsters 

 
Intro to 
Bacchae 

 
Wed, September 27 

 
Bacchae Acts I-III 

(pp. 22-68) 

  
Classical Greece 

City vs. countryside 
 

 
Fri, September 29 

 
 

 
Coveting Nature (Krannert 
Art Museum) assignment 

due by 10 pm 

 
No class 

 
Mon, October 2 

 
 

 
Vet Med Open House  
(10/1, 10am-4pm) 

assignment due by 10 pm 

 
No class 

 
Wed, October 4 

 
Bacchae Acts IV-V 

(pp. 68-96) 

  
Worshipping Dionysus 

 
Intro to Agamemnon, 
Antigone and Comic 

Utopias 
 

 
Fri, October 6 

 
Excerpts from Agamemnon, 
Antigone, and Comic Utopias 

 
Bring Metamorphoses 

 
Technology 

 
Intro to Metamorphoses 

 
Ovid’s Rome 

 
 

Mon, October 9 
 

Met. 8.818-990 (pp. 229-234) 
13.1069-1135 (pp. 379-381) 

 
**Criminal Ep. 36: 
“Perfect Specimen” 

  
Sacred trees and virgin 

land 
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Wed, October 11 

 
Met. 1.1-153 (pp. 5-9) 
1.1454-714 (pp. 18-25) 

11.261-313 (pp. 302-304) 
 

Megan Jones, “Ignored” 
 

  
 

Sexual violence 
 

Intro to Reflective 
analyses 

 
 

Fri, October 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Journaling led by: 

 
Mon, October 16 

 
Met. 2.445-567 (pp. 45-49) 

3.148-267 (pp. 69-72) 
14.406-803 (pp. 406-408) 

 
**Democracy Now interview 

with Vandana Shiva 
 

 
 

 
Ecofeminism 

 
Wed, October 18 

   
Reflective analyses 

workshop 

 
Fri, October 20 

 
 

 
Reflective analyses 1&2 

due by 10 pm 

 
No class 

 
Mon, October 23 

 
Met. 2.617-635 (pp. 50-51) 

2.791-924 (pp. 56-59) 
3.64-186 (pp. 92-96) 

6.472-780 (pp. 161-169) 
 
 

  
Horror 

 

 
Wed, October 25 

 
Met. 3.343-370 (p. 75) 

3.321-424 (pp. 101-103) 
9.769-915 (259-263) 

 
 

 
Sex/gender fluidity 

 
Fri, October 27 

 
**Rob Knight TED talk, “How 
our microbes make us who we 

are” 
 

2017 microbiome print news 
story of your choice 

 

  
Human/nonhuman 

fluidity 

 
Mon, October 30 

 
Met. 8.697-817 (pp. 225-229) 

13.899-1068 (pp. 374-379) 
 

John Michael Greer, 
“Christmas Eve 2050” 

  
The simple life 
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Wed, November 1 

 
Met. 15.69-515 (pp. 419-431) 

 

  
Ovid’s environmental 

ethics 
(and yours!) 

 
 

 
Fri, November 3 

 
 

 
Bring Natural History 

 
Intro to Natural History 

 
NH book 2 preface 

 
Journaling led by: 

 
 

 
Mon, November 6 

 
NH 7.1-90 (pp. 74-89) 

  
Race and ethnicity 

 
Wed, November 8 

 
NH 7.91-215 (pp. 89-107) 

  
Pliny’s Rome 

 
Fri, November 10 

 
 

  
Journaling led by: 

 
 

 
Mon, November 13 

 
NH 8 (pp. 108-127) 

 
Karin Brulliard, “The true story 
of two fatal grizzly bear attacks 
that changed our relationship 

with wildlife” 
 

  
Land animals 

 
Wed, November 15 

 
Ian Parker, “Killing Animals at 

the Zoo” 

  
Animals in science and 

entertainment 
 

 
Fri, November 17 

 
 

  
Intro to Reflective 

analyses, group 
presentations, and 

individual final 
reflections 

Journaling led by: 
 

Mon, November 27 
 

NH 9 (pp. 128-141) 
 

**99% Invisible Episode 226: 
“A Sea Worth Its Salt” 

 
2017 Gulf dead-zone print news  

story of your choice 
 

  
Oceans 
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Wed, November 29 

 
NH 10&11 (pp. 142-162) 

  
Animal culture and tool 

use 

 
Fri, December 1 

  
Reflective analyses 3&4 

due by 10 pm 

 
Presentation planning 
Intro to True History 

 
Mon, December 4 

 
True History 

 

 
Presentation plan 

due by 10 pm 

 
What is SF? 
Evaluations 

 
Wed, December 6 

 
 

 
 

 
Presentation practice 

 and fine-tuning 
 

 
Fri, December 8 

  
 

 
Group presentations 

 
Mon, December 11 

  
 

 
Group presentations 

 
Wed, December 13 

  
 

 
Group presentations 

 
(Last day of class) 

 
Fri, December 15 

  
Individual final reflections 

due by 10 pm 

 

 


